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Newsletter January 2021
Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,
Welcome back to the start of the Spring term, whether the children are in school or accessing their
work from home. This newsletter is full of lots of important and useful information for you all – please
take the time to read it carefully and get in touch with us in school if you need help with anything.
Firstly, I want to say a massive ‘thank you’ to all the staff who have returned to school following the
Christmas break and are working incredibly hard. I have taken the decision to split the workload
between the two teaching staff in each year group so one of the teachers will run the teaching in the
school and the other teacher will be incharge of supporting you with the home learning.
Year Group
6
5
4
3
2
1
R

In School
Mrs Langham
Mrs Peters
Mrs Attrell
Miss Weaver
Mrs Wilson / Miss Chadwick
Miss Burrows / Miss Coomber
Mrs Dent

Home Learning
Mrs Bowen
Mrs Walmsley
Miss Shankland
Miss Horne
Mr Perry
Mrs Jones
Miss Lloyd

This week the ‘home learning’ teacher will make contact with you and your child (if not in school) to
discuss how you are and how we can support you with home learning. Our home learning programme will
be enhanced from next week and there is an expectation that all children who are not in school will be
learning at home.
At the start of the week the teacher will email you the home learning for that week. It is also available
on our new website - http://williamreynoldsprimary.org/ The website will hopefully be ‘live’ from
Monday 18th January 2021.
If you click on the yellow tab at the top ‘Your Child’s Base’ it will look like this:
Go down to the bottom of the page where you will find the ‘Home Learning’ box.

Click on to the year group your child is in and you will find their home learning programme for the week.

Inside your ‘Year group’ page you will find the home learning for that week (from Monday 18th January).

KS1 example

KS2 example

Each day the ‘home learning’ teacher will be expecting the children to complete their work and will be
monitoring this. They may ask for a photograph to be taken and emailed to them or work put in the
basket on Purple Mash. The Department for Education have been quite clear that we have a duty of
care to ensure that the children who are working at home do not fall further behind in their education.
The teachers will respond to the children when they have received their work with either some editing
to be done or to tell them that they have completed the task. They will also be looking at Bug club to
ensure the children are completing their reading.
Please see attached to the email the new parent information about remote learning which also explains
the amount of time per day the children should be completing. We have also attached the parent
information about how to use Purple Mash effectively.
I know how difficult it is going to be for some of you with large families to support all of the children at
the same time. We are here to support you please be honest with the class teacher when they have
their discussions with you and we can look at ways to support you. We have not put specific times on the
weekly timetable in order to support you in not all children needing to attend a lesson at the same time.
The teachers will put in brackets the approximate amount of time to work on that task for.
Unfortunately, if the children are not completing their work and we are unable to make contact with you,
we will refer you to the Education Welfare Officer who will be in touch.
I understand that it could be that you don’t have a device or enough devices to support the children.
Please let the teacher know and they will work with you on a solution. We have more laptops arriving on
Monday so will try to support as many of you as we can.

Please can I ask that you keep us up to date with phone numbers and email addresses. Let the office
know of any changes.
Paper and Resources
From Friday 15th January, between 10am – 2pm, you will be able to collect
a blank maths exercise book and writing book for the children to complete
their work in if you do not have it available at home. We can also supply
you with pencil, pen, rubber, ruler etc…
How can I access remote learning?
There are many ways in which you can access remote learning, some of these
you are probably aware of, but some may surprise you!!
Phone - smart phone is pretty straight forward, however if you have a fairly
new television then you can screen cast your phone to a television, the same
can be done with most tablets. Where remote learning is on the school
website then all you have to do is direct your browser to it.
Tablet - see above
Computer - fairly straight forward using your Wi-Fi connection.
PlayStation - is this one you knew about?
How do I browse the Internet on my ps4?
Navigate to the content area, which contains a row of large icons used to launch your games,
applications, and other services. Scroll to the right until the Internet Browser option is highlighted,
accompanied by a www icon and a Start button. Open the browser by tapping the X button on your
controller.
Xbox - Another new one? Xbox version of Internet Explorer can be accessed using
the left analog stick to control a pointer and the right stick to control scrolling. To
get to the address bar, press the View button. The A button is used for mouse
clicks. The B button navigates back a page.

Nintendo Switch - a hidden browser. Select System Settings on the Switch dashboard and choose
Internet > Internet Settings. Choose your current Wi-Fi connection and then select Change Settings.
Change DNS settings to Manual and change the Primary DNS setting to 045.055.142.122.

Nursery
The DfE have published new guidance on how the national lockdown
impacts early years and childcare settings in England.

It remains very

important for children to attend early years settings to support their
wellbeing and education and help working parents and carers.
Our Nursery will continue to remain open and allow all children to attend
for the morning sessions. Currently, there is not an expectation for the Nursery children to continue
with their learning at home – but I know Mrs Murphy is keen to continue to be able to support you with
some ideas.
Remember that the closing date for applying for your school place for September is on Friday. Please
click on the link below for the Telford and Wrekin information booklet.
https://www.telford.gov.uk/downloads/file/7540/school_admissions_information_booklet__2021_2022

Website

Our new website – still the same web address - http://williamreynoldsprimary.org/ should be up and
running for Monday. This is where the children’s programme of study will be put. Also we can put up
examples of work / photographs on their class pages. I will continue to do a Friday update - this will go
within the ‘news and events’ section.
You will also find the most up to date copy of our risk assessment in the parent & carers / policies
section.
Mobile data allowances
We are able to request help for you if you need an increase in your mobile data allowance to ensure your
child can access their learning if you:
•

do not have fixed broadband at home

•

cannot afford additional data for their devices

•

are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education.

Schools can also make requests for children who cannot attend school face-to-face because they are
clinically extremely vulnerable or restrictions prevent them from going to school.

Illness
If your child has COVID symptoms please keep them at home and get them tested. They can return to
school if they have a negative result. The precautionary tests are being advised for people
experiencing other symptoms such as:
- Headaches
- Aches and pains
- Feeling tired for no good reason
- Sore throat
- Runny nose
- Sneezing
- Tummy ache in children
Should a member of the household be tested positive for COVID then everyone in the household needs
to isolate for the required period before returning to school, currently 10 days.
If someone in the household is showing symptoms and is waiting for test results please keep your child
at home until a negative result is received.

School meals
FSM for children at home
We still do not have a Government voucher scheme up and running. We do not have the capacity to
supply weekly food parcels to all of our families yet so have purchased vouchers for you – this time
from Aldi. If you would prefer to continue with collecting a daily packed lunch instead of the vouchers
that is also fine – please let the office know. These vouchers will be available for collection from Friday
15th January until Friday 22nd January between 10am – 2pm. We have bought enough for you until half
term where we will then review the situation. These need to be signed for and can only be collected by
you. I want to thank you at this point for your patience with waiting for these to arrive.
If you are self-isolating due to a positive covid test or are suffering with anxiety about leaving the
house – please do get in touch and we will arrange someone to drop them off for you.
Meals for children in school
We were due to move to hot meals from this week so are continuing with this plan. These will be
alternative weeks, please see the dates below. Meals are still being taken in classroom bubbles and
children are not mixing in the hall.

Winter Coat and Shoes Project

Telford and Wrekin have a “Big Winter Coat Project” which has
also been expanded to include shoes. If you feel your child could
do with a new coat / shoes or both please telephone the school
office and speak to Mrs Ray who will apply for you.
Who is eligible?
Any child 16 and under who has no winter coat or has no suitable shoes as the family are
unable to afford these items.

Half term – Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 2021

