School Newsletter
April 2022
School Contact Number: 01952 388280

“To be the best
we can be”

School Email: william.reynoldspri@taw.org.uk

School Website: https://williamreynoldsprimary.org/

Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,
Head Teacher:
Miss Julie Marriott
Chair of Governors:
Mrs Jane Tranter

We are nearly at the end of our term! School
has been busy and the children have
participated in numerous exciting learning
opportunities, as well as fundraising to help
others.
The Spring Term ends on Friday 8th April. We hope you and your
family have a lovely break—there are some local events that you can
join in with mentioned in this newsletter. We have a PD Day on Monday
25th April so will see you all back at school on Tuesday 26th April.
Big Walk and Wheel
We took place in the Big Walk and Wheel from 21st
March - 1st April. Daily active journeys to school were
recorded and we eagerly awaited the final results on
Friday 1st April.
The event was huge: 2440 schools registered with 795433
pupils taking part across the country . We were entered into
the ‘Large Primary School’ category and finished in position
300 out of 793 other large Primary Schools. We had a final
percentage of 64.58% of active journeys to school, with
pupils either walking, cycling or scooting to school.
The even better news is that we were 2nd out of all large
primary schools in Telford and Wrekin. We are really
proud of our achievement and wanted to thank you for your
support with encouraging your child to take active journeys to school.

Our School Values

After School Clubs
Our after school clubs have been well attended this term. Look out for the summer
term after school club letters that your child will bring home when they return to
school and sign your child up for the clubs you would like them to attend , making your
payment using ParentPay.
Here are a few photos from the sewing club, as the children were finishing off their
cushions.

Comic Relief
Thank you for supporting our fundraising
efforts: we managed to raise £321. Half of
what was raised was donated to support
children who have suffered as a result of
the conflict in Ukraine and the other half
was donated to Comic Relief.
Stone Age Workshop
Year 3 had great fun taking part in a Stone Age workshop. Naomi and
Dan, who led the day, shared their personal experiences of living off
the land, in the wilderness with a Stone Age tribe. We learnt about
the Palaeolithic period all the way through to the Neolithic period of
History. Children took part in making a fat lamp using clay and a
Stone Age tool which they smoothed and sharpened themselves using
authentic techniques.

Year 6 Residential Trip to Arthog
Mr Perry, Miss Spencer and Mr Tagg took a large group of our Year 6 children to
Arthog for a 5 day outdoor education residential trip on Monday 21st March.
They had an amazing time and were really lucky to have glorious weather
too! It was a week of new experiences and challenges that were met
with determination by all children and adults. Lots of photos were taken
and they will be uploaded onto the school website soon.

Subject Spotlight: Reading
At William Reynolds Primary school, we aim
to instil a love of reading in all our children.
Our curriculum is designed to ensure that pupils
not only read for pleasure but learn to use books
to research and gather new knowledge to extend
their understanding.
You can find out more about how we teach
Reading at our school by following these links:
early-years-reading-oct-21.pdf
(williamreynoldsprimary.org)
key-stage-1-reading-oct-21.pdf
(williamreynoldsprimary.org)
key-stage-2-reading-oct-21.pdf
(williamreynoldsprimary.org)
rwi-scheme-of-work-jan-2022.pdf
(williamreynoldsprimary.org)

We use Read, Write, Inc (RWI) for the systematic
teaching of phonics. The Read Write Inc. Phonic
programme is for pupils who are learning to read
and write.
We teach pupils to:
- decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and
effortlessly, using their phonic knowledge and skills
- read ‘tricky’ words on sight - understand what
they read - read aloud with fluency and expression
- spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds
in words
- acquire good handwriting.
We make sure that pupils read
books that are closely matched
to their increasing knowledge
of phonics and the ‘tricky
words’. This is so that, early on,
they experience success and
gain confidence with reading.
Re-reading
and
discussing
these books with the teacher
supports their increasingly fluent decoding. Pupils
write at the level of their spelling knowledge, that
is, they use their knowledge of the alphabetic code
and the common exception words (red words) they
have learnt. They can soon spell more complex
words confidently and accurately.

World Book Day - Thursday 3rd March
Children across school had a fabulous time on World Book Day.
Our theme on the day was ‘Read and Relax’ and the children
spent the day immersed in reading for pleasure.
Dressed in their pyjamas, the children arrived
at school with pillows, blankets and soft toys.
Nursery:
Children shared the books they had brought
in and completed a treasure hunt before
making a Supertato.

Reception:
The children completed a story book
quiz, made puppets and counted hide
and seek story characters. They also
listened to a range of stories and
enjoyed hot chocolate.

Year 1:
Year 1 enjoyed World Book day by reading 'Where Are You, Blue Kangaroo?' together. They then followed instructions to draw their own Blue Kangaroo and decorate him with sequins and glitter. The day ended with the children getting cosy in
their blankets and sharing their favourite books with their friends.

Year 2:
To celebrate World Book Day, the children enjoyed coming to school ready to relax and read! We snuggled up in our reading areas with a pillow, blanket and our favourite books. Our teddies even enjoyed listening to us read!
We had fun doing a World Book
Day Scavenger Hunt, looking carefully in various books to hunt for
different characters and to find
our favourite illustrations.

Year 3:
For World Book Day, children in Year 3 spent
time sharing their favourite books.
Some children brought books in from home. Children had a
relaxing time sharing a book with a friend wrapped up in
their comfy clothes and blankets.

Year 4:
Throughout the day, children had opportunities to read
quietly and share their favourite books with each other.
They spent time reading passages
and chapters to each other and
explaining why they liked the
book so much. They also spent
time
redesigning
the covers of their
favourite books.

Year 5:

In year 5, the children spent time sharing extracts from
their favourite stories and reading to each other in small
groups. They talked about their favourite authors and
the books they have written for them to enjoy.
Children in Base 11 snuggled down with their teddies and
blankets and had a whole class story time, where they
listened to a few chapters of Mrs Peters favourite
childhood story, “The famous five” series by Enid Blyton.
Base 12 played a ‘Guess the Story’ quiz and then made
some of their own clues to test their friends.

Year 6:
Armed with their favourite books, pyjamas, blankets and teddies, Year 6 enjoyed
reading extracts of their books to each other, and recommending texts and authors to try.

Attendance Matters
We are nearly at the end of the Spring Term and the class with the best attendance
so far is Base 9 with 92.83%. It is really close though, as lots of classes could catch
up - it all depends on the rest of this week!
Best Attendance from September 2021 to April 2022:
Base 9 are currently in the lead with 93.46% attendance this year so far - a really
big well done to Base 9!

Most Punctual Class from September 2021 to April 2022:
Punctuality is at least 98% for every class across school. The majority of classes
have at least 99% of their class arriving on time for school. Currently our most
punctual class is Year 6 - Base 13 with 99.78% arriving on time.

Education Welfare Officer (EWO)
We continue to meet with our EWO, Louise Simmons, every three weeks to review
our attendance. It is really important to contact school if your child is unwell and
cannot attend school for any reason. Contacting school also helps avoid home visits
where there is a genuine reason for absence.
Attendance and punctuality are really important - when
your child is absent from school, they miss important
learning, which can impact on the progress they make in
school.
Across school, all lessons have started by 9am, meaning
that if your child arrives late, they will have missed
teacher input at the start of the lesson which helps
them to make good progress.

DfE information about COVID-19 vaccination for at risk 5 to 11 year olds
Children aged 5 to 11 years who are in a clinical risk group or
who live with someone who is immunosuppressed can get the
COVID-19 vaccine, in line with advice set out by the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI).
Vaccinations help to increase protection against COVID-19,
which is particularly important for those with underlying
health conditions. Further information is available in the guide published by UKHSA.

Following advice from the JCVI, healthy 5 to 11 year old children will also be offered
the COVID-19 vaccine. The NHS will prepare to extend this non-urgent offer to all
children during April.
Update from Friday 1st April
You will be aware that there have been a number of
changes as the next steps towards living with COVID-19
have been announced by the government. Free COVID-19
tests are no longer readily available and only specific
groups, NHS staff and eligible patients can access these.
What if my child is unwell and has a high temperature?
Children can often have a temperature when suffering from other illnesses like colds.
A temperature does not mean they have COVID-19. Often a temperature quickly
subsides with medication meaning that children can quickly start to feel better. If
you are unsure about your child’s temperature, we can check this for you at school
with our temperature scanner.
Day of Test Return to School
When do I need to keep my child at home?
normal activities
If your child tests positive for COVID-19, please keep
Monday
Friday
them at home for 3 full days from the day of their
positive test.
Tuesday
Saturday

Wednesday

Other types of illness - Does my child need to stay Thursday
Friday
at home?
Cough and cold - Your child can still attend school.

Saturday

Rash - a rash could be a sign of an infectious illness. Check with a Sunday
GP, nurse or pharmacist if you are unsure.
Headache - Your child can still attend school.
Sore throat—Your child can still attend school.
Vomiting and diarrhoea - Your child will need to be kept off school for 48
hours.
If your child has one of the above and they are accompanied by an extremely
high temperature, please keep them at home until their temperature goes
down. Often a temperature can go down within a few hours so they can be
back to school quickly, avoiding unnecessary time off.

or

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Please try to book
medical appointments
outside of school time,
if possible.
Thank you

Reminder: KS2
SAT’s Week
Alongside our ongoing
teacher assessments,
SATs results are one of the key indicators
that are used to assess your child’s progress
and academic development during their
primary years. SATs week is the week beginning 9th May 2022.

We ask that parents and carers please keep this week clear of
any appointments to ensure that all children are in school.

KS2 Speak Out, Stay Safe
Online Assembly
On 9th March, children in KS2
attended the NSPCC assembly.
Follow up activities were also
completed by teachers in class.
The assembly helped children to
recognise the different signs of
abuse and encouraged them to
speak out to a trusted adult or
friend, if they had any worries.

School Uniform
Miss Marriott is pleased to see most children arriving at school wearing the
correct uniform with black shoes. Your efforts are appreciated - it is
lovely to see the children looking so smart.
Earrings
Please ensure that your child only wears small stud earrings for school if
they have their ears pierced - no hoops. For those children who have just had
their ears pierced, please write a letter to school to inform them of the date
they were pierced and provide plasters to go over their ears for the first
few weeks until they are able to remove them themselves for PE lessons.

School Uniform - Price Increase
The cost of school uniform purchased from school has
now increased.
Uniform Price List
Sweat Shirts (sizes 26”-34”) £9.50
Sweat Shirts (sizes s,m,l)

£10.50

Cardigans (sizes 26” – 34”)

£10.50

Cardigans (sizes s,m,l)

£11.00

Polo Shirts (sizes 26”–34”)

£7.50

Polo Shirts (sizes s,m,l)

£9.50

Book Bags

£7.00

PE Shorts

£4.00

School Dinner
School meals have now increased in cost to
£2.45 a day. The menu rotates through a three
weekly cycle. A copy of this menu is available on
the school website and is also attached to this
newsletter.
All children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 are entitled
to free school meals.

Change to the
School Dinner Menu
There is a change to
the school lunch
menu on the last
day of the spring
term.

Year 4 Mayan Day
Friday 11th March saw Year 4 have a visit
from ‘Big Nose’ from Ancient Maya. He
shared he knowledge of the Maya with us
telling us about their religious beliefs, their
diet, how their society was structured and
how their civilisation changed and altered
over time. The children were able to sample
cocoa in its pure form, with some interesting
responses!
Children took part in drama activities where they
re-enacted Maya sacrifice rituals, played games
of Pok-a-Tok and explained the importance of
maize in Mayan culture. The day finished with Mr
Tagg and Miss Shankland playing the roles of two
Maya gods as the Maya story of creation was told
and acted out by the children. It was a fantastic
day, with lots of laughter and giggles, but also
lots of learning taking place.
Year 3 Easter Experience
Beckie Dotson, the Intergenerational Missioner from
Sutton Hill and Woodside & Diocese of Hereford visited
our school to lead an Easter Experience in our Forest
School area. The children were taken on a journey that
helped them to understand The Easter Story.
Global Awareness Day
On Tuesday 22nd March, the whole school completed
lots of learning about Queen Elizabeth II. The children
are looking forward to celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee
Year on Friday 27th May in school - more information
about this event will be included in the May newsletter.

Introducing our New School APP
Our School APP is now available to download direct to your Smartphone.
Please follow these instructions to download it.
•

Android or Apple - go on to the APP Store and download by
searching for – Telford and Wrekin school App

•

This is the picture that
comes up
Download the APP
Open the APP
Change school to William
Reynolds Primary school
Click on notification settings and select school
notifications
Choose – general and the year group your child/
children are in

•
•
•
•
•

IRONBRIDGE EARLY BIRDS
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/events/familyevents/ironbridge-early-birds/
Once a month Enginuity opens
early for families who would
benefit from visiting at a quieter
time and wherever possible will
have adjusted operations and/
or lowered volume levels on
exhibits.

Helping Your Child to Stay
Safe Online
It has been brought to our
attention that there are
concerns around a character
called ‘Huggy Wuggy’ that
appears on TikTok. YouTube
and in games on Roblox.
Huggy Wuggy also appears
within what may appear to be
innocent online games.—one
of which is called, ’Poppy’s
Playtime’. He also appears in
child friendly videos. Some
parents have reported that
this character appears, even
when parental controls are
applied.
This
character
encourages children to do
things,
which
are
not
appropriate.

Please
be extra vigilant
when your children are online
and check what your child is
accessing to ensure they are
not coming across dangers
online.

Safety at School
At school we regularly hold a practice fire drill so that children are familiar with what
happens in the event of a fire. These are held at least termly and we are always proud of
how sensibly the children exit the building and walk outside to line up with their classes.
Fire drills are timed from as soon as the alarm is sounded to when all registers have been
taken by the teachers. Our last fire drill took 2 minutes and 39 seconds for every child and
adult to be out of the building and in a safe position, with all registers taken. We were
really impressed with how well the whole school did!

We will also be practicing a ‘Lockdown In’ soon - this is so that in the
event of an emergency situation, the children would know exactly
what to do to stay safe within the building.

Holiday Activities
If you have chance, why not get involves in some of the activities that are taking place
over the school holiday period.

Weekend of family cycling fun in Town Park as council relaunches Telford Bike Hub
Families and cycling enthusiasts are in for a treat on the weekend of 9th
and 10th April, as Telford Town Park plays host to a packed schedule of fun,
free biking activities.
Visit the Telford Newsroom for more information about the range of events
taking place and even better, it is all FREE!
https://newsroom.telford.gov.uk/News/Details/16222

Easter Holiday Activities
There are lots of activities available for your child to get involved with over
Easter. Book an activity and pay just £1.

Bookings now live for families to sign up to Easter Holiday Clubs!
Happy, Healthy & Active Holidays is a Department for Education (DfE)
funded scheme coming back to Telford and Wrekin until December 2024!
Families and carers in receipt of income-based free school meals can now
register and book free holiday clubs and activities over Easter school
holidays through our Happy Healthy Active Holidays Scheme.
The holiday clubs are for primary and secondary school-aged children who
receive income-based free school meals in Telford & Wrekin. Places are
limited, so we encourage our families to book on as soon as they can to avoid
missing out on sessions of interest.
Every day a child attends they will be provided with a hot meal and at least
4 hours of enrichment activities. In order to access the scheme parents and
carers of children who are eligible must register on the HHAH website. Video tutorials on how to register, manage and cancel bookings are all
available on the website.

There will be a range of activities on offer at the Holiday Clubs throughout
the Easter, Summer and Christmas school holidays, including but not limited
to swimming, sports, arts & crafts, cooking, nature based activities and
much more!
Easter 2022:

Fri 8 April to Sun 24 April

Summer 2022:

Sat 23 July to Sun 4 Sept

Christmas 2022:

Sat 17 Dec to Mon 2 Jan 2023

Explore the activities available by visiting:
https://hhah.telford.gov.uk/Activities

Date

Year Group

Event

Monday 9th - Thursday 12th May

Year 6

KS2 SATs Week

Monday 16th May - Friday 20th
May

Year 6

STAR with Karl Jolly

Monday 23rd May

Info to follow soon

Eat Well Project

Wednesday 25th May

Info to follow soon

Eat Well Project

Friday 27th May

All

Jubilee Celebration

Thursday 9th June

Year 6

Cosford Trip

Monday 20th June - Wednesday
22nd June

Year 5

Arthog Outreach

Tuesday 19th July

Year 6

Transition Show

End of Spring Term: Friday 8th April 2022
PD Day: Monday 25th April 2022
Back to School: Tuesday 26th April 2022
Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd May 2022
End of Summer Half Term: Friday 27th May
PD Day: Monday 6th June 2022
Back to School: Tuesday 7th June 2022
End of Summer Term: Thursday 22nd July 2022

